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Men’s Man, azaz az Igazi Férfi.
A Gentleman Magazine minden lapszdmaban ét nagyinterjat készit gentlemanekkel,
kiemelkedGen sikeres férfiakkal. Kiilonboz6 kordak és stilusdak, az élet mas-mds teriiletén
alkotnak maradandé értéket, a getlemanek kézott is példaképek.
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BECSEI ARON AZ

Szdveg: Ernyey Béla

Fotd: Erdélyi Gabor

GAZDAGRETEN MAR EGESZ CSINOS PANELT LEHET KAPNI
A LEGOLCSOBB ORAM ARAERT

Azt mondjik,

hogy mig az ingatlan-

nak manapsdg alig van

dra, addig egy rendelésre

készitett, egyedi karéra mar

szinte megfizethetetlen. Hogy

mi a sok és mi a kevés, déntse el a

Kedves Olvasd. Tény az, hogy a fama
szerint nemrég megkézelitéen annyi-
értadtak el egy 8 szobas, észak-magyar-
orszdgi kdridt 2 hektar gondozott park-
kal és antik berendezéssel, mint ameny-
nyibe a fiatal magyar éramivész, Becsei
Aron legdragabb luxuskronométere keriil.

Ha els6 olvasatban mindez egy kicsit hihe-
tetlennek tiinik, hozza kell tennem, hogy
ez a hir is csak részben igaz. Ugyanis a j6l
szitudlt megrendel& hidba kopogtat Becsei
ar pancélajtajan, mert ha a vételdr felét
nem képes letenni el6legként, majd nem
tud legaldbb tizenkét hénapig vérni, soha-
sem ketyeg a csuklojan ez a platinatokba
bijtatott, unikalis id6méré.
Es ami a legmeglepébb a torténet-
ben: Aron nem az adéparadicsomi
Monte Carlo egy, a jachtkikotére
nézd, tobbszintes penthouse-dban
dlmodja meg 6racsodait, hanem
GazdagréttSl parszdz méterre,
egy csaladi hazban. Igen, jol
értették, annak a lakote-
2 lepnek a kozelében,
. ahol oly sok éven

at forgattdk a magyar Dallast, a kdzépszer
embertipust oly nagy empatidval abrdzolo,
Szomszédok ciml posztszocialista téveé-
eposzt.

Gazdagréten mar egész csinos panelt
lehet kapni a legolcsébb 6ram draért -
avat be relativitiselméletébe a Mester, és
érzem, hogy nem viccel. S6t, az egész
beszélgetés alatt nem viccel. Mintha
a szakmadja nem is engedne meg mads
kozlési modot, mint a targyilagossagot.
lgy aztan mindvégig snéjdig, németes a
tarsalgasunk. Vagy inkabb stilusosan: svdjci.
Igen, ez a helyes jelz. Aron halk és preciz,
mint egy finom, svajci kardra.

EGY ORASDINASZTIA
HARMADIK SARJA

Az 6rakkal vald foglalkozds, az id6 urai-
nak szeretete egész a nagyapamig nyulik
vissza. O Délvidékrél foldmiivesként jott fel
Pestre, mert nem elégitette mdr ki az ottani
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sivar élet. Onszor-

galombdl, autodi-

dakta moddon tanult

drdsnak, és néhany év alatt

olyan hirnévre tett szert, hogy

lassan mar csak 6rds kuncsaftjai

kezdtek lenni, a fél varos hozzd

hordta a problémds darabokat.

Apdm aztan folytatta a mesterséget,

és igy lettem én is 6rds. Egy orasdi-
nasztia harmadik sarja. Engem viszont

a javitdsok és a restaurdlds helyett az
oraépités kezdett egyre inkdbb érdekelni.
Rengeteget tanultam, bijtam a szakiro-
dalmat, a katalégusokat, és apam is hamar
észrevette, hogy mas irdnyba, inkdbb a
dolgok tdjradlmodasa felé hiz a szivem.
Ezért is vitt magdval kiilonb6z6 miihelyekbe
és Eurépa tobb éramizeumdba is, amelyek
kéziil a bécsi a kedvencem.

Miért éppen Bécs?

Mert ott van a legtébb kedvemre vald
darab kiallitva. Mindig is csodaltam az
ismert 6ra-kredtorokat, és ahogy elmé-
lytiltem a szakmaban, egyre inkabb

azt éreztem, hogy meg kell fejtenem

a titkukat.

Es sikeriilt?

Nagyon gy néz ki, hogy igen.

Hiszen én vagyok az egyet-

len magyar oramiives,

akit bevdlasztottak az

AHCl-be, a Fiigget-

len Orakészits




.EN VAGYOK

AZ EGYETLEN v‘% \GYAR
@RAML‘:\WS; AKI
BEVALA SZT" PE T&K AZ

AHCI-BE A FUGGETLEN

ORAKESZITO MESTEREK KLUBJABA”
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Gridsi megtisztelte-

m ennek a kitiinteté

Ennek a gy

jat On készitette?

Nem. Természete

yori karéranak, amit éppen a
kezemben tartok, minden eg

s apro darab-

TiZ EV ALATT KILENC ORA
Evente hanyat tud elkésziteni?
' i darab-

A legdragabb éraibol hany darab alkot
riat? Hasz-harminc? — most litom
elmosol; i ;

dni a ink

kilenc dar:
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Miért nem ad ki bel6liik parat mas tehetseé-
nek bérmunkaba?
Mert maximalista vagyok és csak

munkamban hisze

s Becsei-orat, talan m:

Ez zavarna. v

tam valakit, eg

A nagy 6rahdzak h

Cartier példaul azért krealta 1904-ben




argentin piléta bardtjanak, Alberto Santos
Dumont-nak az elsé karérat, mert a
szazadeleji, k gépekben koriilmé-
nyes volt az idémérés. Egyetlen darabot
tervezett neki. Ma mégis milliék horda-
nak Santost a Cartier-tél. Példaul én is.
Ebben a pillanatban is.
Igen, latom. De ne ha az On

rljrm m('h,

.-'ll'll.
Eav nem tucat ara tucataru?

is a le

d( gyakran ves

/artasbhan re;llh a

De talan éppen a (umt-_ :
valadi iizlet, nem?

nomra semmi esetre sem. Nem ¢

mert nem szeretem a pr‘u/[ Hnnnm E

mert nem akarom novelni -amokat,
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gyok hajlandé kiadni a kezem-
bél a gydrtast.

Rogton ilyen kiilonlegesen draga darabok-
k.\l kezdte?

eleinte mas atott. ‘mhn.lmn az

tlir Zappler
Es a tourbillon?
Az a masodik darab, ami el

Kinek tudta megmutatni az elsé két krono-
métert? Hiszen abban az id6ben még meré-
hen més dolgok voltak fontmak a magyar

plt‘ICGII\uWZ‘lk de semmi esetrc sema
vildg legkisebb érija.
g leg j
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Elkezdtem kiallitasokra, szakvasdrokra jarni,
és meglepetten tapasztaltam, hogy a legna-
gyobbak 6sszedugjak a fejiiket, ha latjdk a
munkdaimat.

MINDEN DARABOM EGY KORTARS
MUVESZETI ALKOTAS

Mit széltak az AHCI szakemberei, amikor
eldszor lattak az 6rdit?

Eleinte nem akartak elhinni, hogy kezdd
vagyok, de amikor megtudtdk, hogy 25-26
évesen lettem kész az elsé két darabbal,
eldmultak.

~ Es rogton megkezdédott az irigykedés, az
ellehetetlenités? Hiszen olyan teriileten jart,

BECSEl ARON

1979-hen szilefert Budapesten egy Grdsmesterséget Gzd csaldd
harmadik generdcigjoként.

1996+3), rettségi utdin a Budapesti Szolgdltatd és Kézmivesipa-
1i Szokképzd fskola éris képzésén tanult, melyet 2000-ben si-
keresen befejezet.

2000+01 édesapjo mellett dolgozoft o mihelyben, 2001-ben o
Budpesti Miszaki Fdiskolo Banki Dondt Gépészmémeki Kard-
nak CAD/CAM szakirdnyy képzésén mélyitette fovdbb addig
megszerzef tuddsgt.

2003-han elkészilt elsé sojit készités didjo, egy miniatdr, dup-
loingds zappler asztali 6ra, mojd mdstél éves munka eredmeé-
nyeként napviligot ldtott a Tourbillon No.T utazd ra.

2005-ben mutatta be oz AHCL, azaz a Svijc Fiiggetlen Oraké-
szitdk Akadémidjinak elndksége eldtt a Tourbillon Nol. asz-
fali ordjat.

2007-hen az Akadémia jelcltieként felvonultatto o Baselworld ki
Glitason Tourbillon Nol. és Miniature Zappler ordit.

2008han készilt el oz elsd sajét markdii Bexei karérdjo.
A hdromtengelyd tourbillon PRIMUS kardrdt o Baselworld kidll-
tison lithatto eldszér o nagyérdemd.

2009-ben jelen volf o Tokisban megrendezett Grakidlitdson.
Ez évben o sziivetség egydntefd dntése alopjon fogjai kozé
vilosztotta. A Baselworld kidlitison megjelent a Towrbillon
No2. o, :

2010 dpiilisghan mutattik be eldszdr hozdnkban Becsei Aron

Kilnleges drit.

I

ahol milliés arakrél beszéliink, frankban és
eurdban is.

Epp ellenkezdleg. Azonnal felkaroltak és
befogadtak. Segitettek kiallitani Bazelban.
A Baselworld a vilag legkomolyabb 6ra sereg-
szemléje.

Mit gondol, miért tamogattak?

Taldn mert furcsa volt szamukra, hogy egy
fiatal srac a szabadidejét nem bulizassal tolti,
hanem valami olyat tesz le az asztalra, amire
még Gk is biiszkék lennének. Vagy csak azért,
mert érezték bennem a tehetséget. Es érté-
kelték az egyivasdt, a tarsat.

Kik a vevdi? Egyaltalan, ki engedhet meg
maganak egy Becsei-orat?

GENTLEMAN.HU
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Leginkdbb kilféldiek. Olyan orszagok-
bél, ahol ennek a fajta kiilénleges luxus-
nak hagyomanya van. Lassan azért mar
itthon is kezdik megtanulni a nevem. Persze
nem a nagykozonség, de egypdran mar
ismernek a gydijték kozil. Volt olyan
megrendelém is, aki egy értékes szerke-
zetet orokolt, és velem akarta megcsi-
naltatni hozzd a tokot meg a cifferblattot
(szamlap) is.

Csak gyiijtéknek dolgozik?

Igen, majdnem kizarélag. De ebben az eset-
ben a gydijtés nem feltétleniil az antik, régi
dolgokra korldtozédik. Az én érdim a jelen-
kori festék miiveihez hasonlithatok. Mivel »




AHCI

Az AHCI (Académie Horlogére Des Créateurs Indépendants), 0z0z
o Svici Filggetlen Orakészitak Akadémidjdnak neve egyef jelent
0 villig legjobb drakészitsinek szovetségével. Az AHCI 1965-ben
alapitotta Svend Andersen és Vincent Calabrese drdsmester, céfo,
hogy az drik tradiciondlis elédllitastf, o hagyomdnyokat kovets
kézmivességet megvia és népszerdsiise. Olyan mesterembere-
ket foglol magaban, akik sajdt kezikke, sojdf ferveik olopjn ké-
szitik el az idémeéraket. A tirsastg nogyjabal hdrom fucaf tagor
sz6mid. A togok kiilonbozd nemzetek szilbittei, Becsei Aront elsd
magyarként, 2009-ben érte o megtiszfeltetés, hogy  szoverség-
be léphetett, Az Akadémia kézmGvesei minden évben a vildg leg-
fontosabb dra- és ékszerkidllitdsan, o Baselworlddn, sajdt sfandon
mulalidk be kiilonleges dracsoddikat.

agas arat.
Mégis mennyit? Nem mondana végre konk-
rét szamokat ezekhez az 6rakhoz, amelyek
itt fekszenek elGttem az asztalon?
Nem. Es ne haragudj

AZXMAMAR AVEDJEGYEM O
Megértem... Mondja, mit keres egy X az 6rdk
felhiizéjan, a koronan?
A kiilfoldieknek dlland6 probléma a neven
[ yanis folyamatosan Herr B
de hamar
ha a nevem elsd és két utolsd
1 CS helyett beillesztem ezt az
3| a koronat is mé ibbé

tudom tenni. Igy lett a hatra

felhtizon, ami ma
mar a védjegyc
Egy gentleman mennyire ismerhetd fel az
rajarol?

Ninc

Or

leges.

Igen, gyakran viselem édesapam 1938-as
arany Doxa karérajat, és nem csak azért,
mert ritka, halvany lazacszinii cifferblattja
van. Frakkhoz pedig nagyapdm antik, dupla-
fedeles Vacheron Constantin zsebérdja
dukal. Most azonban, hogy lathattam az
On remekmiiveit, mar nagyon sajnalom,
hogy nincs egy komolyabb Becsei — bocsd-
nat, Bexei — kronométer szerény gyiijtemé-
nyemben... @
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~THEMASTER
» OFT'IME

By: Béla Ernyey

A VERY NICE APARTMENT
IN GAZDAGRET CAN BE BOUGHT

AT THE PRICE OF MY CHEAPEST WATCH

While some properties can bought at a very low

price, then an individually designed watch can

be almost unaffordable but I leave it for the reader’s

judgment to decide what is considered expensive and

what is not. However, it is a fact that an 8 bedroom

mansion with a 2 hectare, beautifully looked-after park

and antique furniture situated in the Northern part of the

country has recently been sold almost at the same price as

the most expensive luxury chronometer made by the young,

Hungarian watchmaker, Aron Becsei.

If at first reading, all of this seems unbelievable, | must admit

that this story is just partly true. Since, if the better off customer

cannot pay at least half of the purchase price in advance and wait

for at least 12 months, he or she will never have that platinum
covered, unique watch ticking on his or her wrist.

And what is the most surprising in this story: Aron does not create
his miracle watches in a storeyed penthouse overlooking yachts
in the tax heaven Monte Carlo but rather in his family home

a few hundred meters from Gazdagrét. Yes, you understand

it well, close to that housing estate where throughout many

years, the Hungarian Dallas, that post-socialist television epos,

which portrayed the average citizen with such an empathy,
Neighbours was shot.

At the price of my cheapest watch a very nice apartment

can be bought in Gazdagrét, reveals the Master and

I know he is not kidding and he never is during

the whole interview. As if his profession allowed

only one form of communication and that

is objectivity, therefore our conversation

remains very focused and German-like

I GENTL
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throughout the whole interview. Aron is quiet
and precise just like a fine, Swiss watch.,

HE IS THE THIRD GENERATION
OF A WATCHMAKER DYNASTY.

My interest in watches and the love of the masters of time

date back to my grandfather’s time. He came to Budapest as

an agricultural worker from the South, because that gloomy
lifestyle was not enough for him. He began to learn to be a
watchmaker out of personal interest in a self-instructed manner
and over the course of just only a couple of years he became
so popular that almost the whole city brought their problematic
watches to him. My father continued the craft and this is how
I became a watchmaker myself. However, | am more interested
in making a watch rather than in repairing or restoring one.

I studied the relevant literature and catalogues and when my
father realized that designing was my real interest, he took me
to various workshops and watch museums in Europe, amongst
which, the one, in Vienna is my favourite.

Why Vienna?

Because all those pieces | like the most can be found there on
display. I have always admired the well-known watchmakers
and the more | learned about this profession the more
convinced | became that | would have to find out their
secret.

Have you been successful?

Apparently so, since | am the only Hungarian
watchmaker who was granted admission

to the ACHI, Académie Horlogcre Des

Créateurs Indépendants, the Independent

AN.HU
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Watchmakers” Academy. This is a great honour and | try to live
up to it.

Have you made every single parts of this beautiful watch that I am
holding in my hand right now?

No. Apart from the shaping and that artistic engraving, which is
made following an agreement with the costumer and based upon
our ideas, | make everything. Every single hand, the whole structure,
the cogwheels and the stings and so many other tiny things and
this is what makes my watches so special and unique.

NINE WATCHES OVER TEN YEARS

How many watches do you make over a year?

Two or maybe three, but in the case of a very unique model | can
make only one.

How many of your most expensive watches make a whole series?
Twenty or thirty?- This is the first time during our interview that
I see him smiling.

Look, I have only one life just like everybody else. If | work on one
piece for years | can make a maximum of nine from one series, since
with all the designing it takes up ten years of my life. That is a long
time and then | want to work on a new creation,

Why do not give them out to be made by other, talented young
makers?

Because | am a perfectionist and trust only my own work. If someone
else made a Becsei watch he might do it with a different approach
and accuracy and then | would see myself only as a designer. This
would bother me and also the fact that | would deceive a costumer
who trusted me.

How do the other big watchmaker companies work? Louise Cartier,
for instance, created his first watch for his Argentine pilot friend,
because timekeeping was very complicated in those narrow planes
at the beginning of the century. He planned to make only one,
but today millions wear the Santos made by Cartier. 1 am in fact
wearing one myself right now.

Yes, | can see. | hope you do not mind, but your watch cannot be
compared to my unique chronometers. The Santos has become
mass product.

A mass product but not at the price of a mass product.

Exactly and this is the secret for many of those big watchmaker
companies. They trade with their brands. They, of course, use the
best materials too, but they very often share the same manufacturing
designs, components, and even entire structures. That is why we
cannot at all speak of unique watch making in their cases.
However, mass production may offer the real prospect of a good
business?

Not for me. Not because | do not like money, but because | do not
wish to increase serial production and | also want to watch over
the production.,

Did you start to make such expensive watches from the very
beginning?

No, because | was interested in different things. In the style the
empire but in size the smallest ever. For instance, the one euro
coin in this picture is bigger than my first miniature Zappler watch.
And the tourbillon?

That was the second | made.

Who could you show your first two chronometers? Since, at that
time, different things were important for the Hungarian nouveau
riche: cars, boats, planes, but not at all the world’s most famous
watch.

GENTLEMAN.HU I
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I started to go to exhibitions and trade fairs and | was surprised to
see that even the biggest names in the business were impressed by
my work. Every single model | made is a contemporary work of art.
What did the experts of AHCI thought when the first saw your
watches?

In the beginning the did not want to believe that | was just a beginner
at that time, but they learned that | made my first two pieces at the
age of 25-26, they were astonished.

Did they became envious and try to deprive you of business
opportunities? Since you work in a business where prices reach
the millions both in euro or in frank.

Quite the contrary happened. They supported me from that point on
and | became one of them. They also helped me to exhibit in Basel.

BASELWORLD IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
EXHIBITION OF WATCHES.

Why do you think they were so supportive?

They might find it strange that a young guy did not spend his
spare time with partying, but instead creates something that made
even them proud. Or they just saw the talent in me and also
appreciated the partner, the like-minded attitude.

Who are your costumers? Who could at all afford a Bicskei watch?
Mostly foreigners from countries where this kind of luxury has
its own tradition. However, my name sounds more and more
familiar in Hungary too, but mainly only for collectors not for
a wider audience. | had a costumer once who had inherited a
very precious and expensive watch and wanted me to make the
cover and the face for it.

Do you work only for collectors?

Yes, almost exclusively, however in this respect collecting does
not refer only to antiques and old things, because my watches
can be compared to the works of contemporary painters. Since
every piece requires special designing, collectors feel they possess
a contemporary work of art and this gives them that kind of
excitement and contentment that is worth them even the highest
price.

How much exactly? Would you not give us a precise amount
for these watches lying here on the table?

No and | hope you do not mind, but in my profession, besides
innovation, discretion is the most important thing.

The X is my trademark now.

I understand. What the X symbolizes on the winder, on the crown.,
Foreigners find the pronunciation of my name problematic and
they call me Herr Bexei all the time. It really bothered me at first,
but I realized that if between the first and the last two letters of
my name | put an X instead of the Hungarian “cs’ then | could
make the crown even more authentic. This is how disadvantage
became an advantage and this is the story behind the X on the
winder, which is now my own trademark.

How a true gentleman can be recognized for his watch?
There is no true gentleman without a unique watch. | am sure
you also wear a watch which has its own story and that is what
makes it special.

Yes, | very often wear my father’s 1938 golden Doxa watch and
not only for its rare, salmon coloured face and for a tailcoat
only my grandfather’s duple plated, antique Vacheron Costantin
pocket watch suits the best. However now that | have seen
your masterpieces | am sad that a true Becsei, | mean Bexei
chronometer is not the part of my modest collection. @
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